May 22, 2@4

The Honorable Jeff Duncan The Honorable Diana DeGette

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Energy, Climate, and Grid Subcommittee oiknergy, Climate, and Grid
Security Security

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Duncaand Ranking Member DeGette

As theSubcommittee on Energy, Climate, and Grid Secuantysiderghe value ofsustainablduilding
policies we write to call your attention to the wellbcumented return on investment that the adoption and
effective implementation djuilding energycodes provides

Three National Laboratoerecently found that during prolonged weatingluced power outages
coupled with extreme heat or coldpdern energy codes can reduce dediigstoextreme heat by 80%
and extreme cold by 30%Benefitcost ratios for these resilience benefits ranged frdno26:1. These
benefits are additive to the energy bill savings eneffigiency andenergy codes providend will only
increase in impact with extreme heat events expégtetbre than double this centuiore than twe
thirds of all Americans were under heat alerts in 2023.

Contemporary research continues to find that moteaith and safetysfocused building codego not
negatively impachousing affordabilit§>®—in fact, no peereviewed research has found otherwise.



cash flow inless than two years, withet savings for households reaching ned4l§0 dollarsannually
and more than $1500 dollars over the span of a typical mortg&ye

The U.S. Department of Energy is currently providing grants to support the adoption and implementation


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-26/pdf/2024-08793.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-26/pdf/2024-08793.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov

